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MEMBERSHIP LECTURES 

ON Monday, January 26th, an 
illustrated lecture on The De- 
velopment of Chinese Painting, 
will be given in the Lecture Hal! 
for members and their friends, by Dr. 
John C. Ferguson, of Peking. This lec- 
ture will follow a private view of a collec- 
tion of Chinese paintings, recently pur- 
chased by the Museum, which will be ex- 
hibited then, for the first time, in the gal- 
lery of special exhibitions (Second floor, 
Gallery E 11). 

On Monday, February 2d, an illustrated 
lecture will be given by Dr. Wilhelm R. 
Valentiner, Curator of Decorative Arts, 
on the Late Years of Michelangelo, treat- 
ing especially of this master's less known 
works; of drawings made for Cavalieri and 
Vittoria Colonna, of the last sculptures 
from his chisel, his plans for the dome of 
Saint Peter's, and his personality as ex- 
pressed in these final undertakings. 

Both of these lectures will be given in the 
Lecture Hall promptly at 4:15. The 
entrance to the hall is at 83d Street and 
Fifth Avenue. 

Membership. — At the meeting of the 
Board of Trustees, held on Monday, De- 
cember 15th, the following persons were 
elected to membership: 

HONORARY FELLOW FOR LIFE 
Charles L. Freer 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

John Achelis 

Richard W. Meade 

A Lecture for Salespeople. — A 
lecture on French Furniture of the Seven- 
teenth and Eighteenth Centuries will be 
given in the Lecture Hall of the Museum 



on January 24, 1914, at 8 p. m. by Professor 
Charles R. Richards, Director of Cooper 
Union. This lecture, which will be illus- 
trated with lantern slides, is intended 
especially for buyers and salespeople in the 
great shops of the City; but designers and 
students of design, and any one interested 
in the development of the household furn- 
iture of the period will be welcome. 

The entrance to the Lecture Hall is at 
83d Street and Fifth Avenue. 

Lecture by Mrs. S.Arthur Strong. — 
On the afternoon of December 1st, Mrs. S. 
Arthur Strong, Assistant Director of the 
British School of Archaeology in Rome, 
gave an interesting lecture in the Museum 
on Art and Empire — the Influence of 
Roman Imperialism on Later Antique 
Sculpture. Her principal theme was the 
development of the theory that with the 
elevation of the Emperor to divine rank, 
and the consequent introduction of his 
figure as the central feature in commemora- 
tive reliefs in a more or less convention- 
alized "frontal" pose, Roman sculptors 
created the element of centralization in 
relief-compositions — an element wholly 
lacking in Greek friezes — and thus pre- 
pared the way for the representation of 
Christ surrounded by adoring saints and 
angels in mediaeval reliefs. 

An Appreciation. — The following ex- 
tract from a letter from Miss Helen Keller, 
whose marvelous powers of appreciation 
under the most difficult of imaginable cir- 
cumstances are well known to all, may be 
of interest to readers of the Bulletin, 
especially those who have been interested 
in the lectures for the blind which were given 
last year. Miss Keller's visit to the Mu- 
seum was devoted to "seeing," with her 



27 



BULLETIN OF THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART 



sensitive fingers, the collections of Egyp- 
tian and Greek sculpture and the works 
by Rodin. 

Miss Keller says: 

My visit to the Museum last Sun- 
day was one of the most delightful ex- 
periences of my life. "A thing of 
beauty is a joy forever" and there were 
many joys for me in those wonderful 
collections — miracles of patient, 
creative hands. I thank you for all 
the pleasure you gave me, and even 
more warmly for your kind thought of 
my blind fellows. I hope you can 
arrange lectures for them every year: 
I know it will mean much to people 
whose pleasures are few, and to whom 
many beautiful things must ever re- 
main a closed book. 

Publication of the Catalogue of 
Paintings. — The Bulletin is now able 
to announce the imminent appearance of 
the Catalogue of Paintings, which has 
been in preparation for some time. The 
plan was more ambitious at its inception 
than that which was finally decided upon. 
It was at first intended that all the infor- 
mation which goes to make up a full 
catalogue, full descriptions, provenance, 
bibliographies, etc. should be included in 
it. This was changed, however, for the 
reason that as all the pictures would 
have to be treated according to the plan 
agreed upon there was grave danger that 
the book would become unwieldy, and also 
for the reason that the usual visitor, who 
wishes as cheap a catalogue as may be, 
would care but little for much of the matter. 
So the idea of a concise catalogue was 
accepted and these were the conditions 
agreed upon: short biographical notes of 
the artists, elucidation of the title when 
necessary, a description of the picture suf- 
ficient to recall its composition and color, a 



reference to attribution when doubtful, 
the size, material, and signature, a re- 
ference to the Bulletin note on the work, 
if such had been published, and with the 
date of acquisition the statement of the 
fund out of which it was purchased or the 
name of the donor if it was given or be- 
queathed. The new catalogue has been 
carried out on these lines and with these 
limitations with the result that some 1200 
pictures are included in a book which will 
consist of about 300 pages. 

The only novel feature of the new cata- 
logue will be its method of numbering. 
This is an application of the C. A. Cutter 
system of library numbering. It is confi- 
dently believed that after the unusual 
appearance of the number as applied 
to pictures is overcome the change 
will be found convenient and helpful 
The usual finding list is done away 
with, the number itself serving that pur- 
pose, and there is also the immense ad- 
vantage of cataloguing any number of 
accessions without disturbance of sequence. 

In the preparation of the book the de- 
partment has relied largely on the work of 
Miss Florence N. Levy, whose exactness 
and patience have been indefatigable. 
Each picture has been remeasured and the 
signature verified. In the case of artists of 
our own time information for the biograph- 
ical notes has been secured largely by 
direct correspondence with the artists 
themselves or their families, thanks to the 
efforts of Mr. D'Hervilly, Assistant Cura- 
tor of the department. 

In addition to the Catalogue of Paint- 
ings there is now in preparation a definitive 
work of more scholarly intentions. It will 
be more properly a handbook of pictures 
of the older schools, aiming to give as far as 
possible histories of each painting, bibliog- 
raphies, iconographies, and reports of 
opinions on attributions. 

B. B. 
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